FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 4, 2014
WORLD WAR II AND D-DAY VETERANS,
EISENHOWER AND ROOSEVELT FAMILIES, AND ALLIED NATIONS
TO COMMEMORATE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY AT THE WWII MEMORIAL
Event will mark 70 years since the June 6, 1944 invasion of Normandy, France and will honor the
more than 9,000 Allied soldiers killed or wounded on that day.
WASHINGTON, DC – World War II Veterans of D-Day, Susan Eisenhower, and Elliott “Toby”
Roosevelt III are among those who will gather at the National World War II Memorial in Washington,
DC on Friday, June 6, 2014 at 11:00 AM to commemorate the 70 years since 160,000 Allied troops
landed along a 50-mile stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline to fight Nazi Germany on the
beaches of Normandy, France.
More than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the D-Day invasion and, by day’s end on June 6,
1944, the Allies gained a foot- hold in Normandy. The D-Day cost was high – more than 9,000 Allied
soldiers were killed or wounded – but more than 100,000 soldiers began the march across Europe to
defeat Hitler and paved the way for an Allied victory.
“As Americans, and indeed as citizens of the world, it is critical that we remember the events of DDay,” said Friends Chairman Retired Army Lieutenant General Claude “Mick” Kicklighter. “The
heroism and extraordinary effort by the Allied Nations on D-Day was the turning point for the war and
brought freedom to millions across Europe.”
Susan Eisenhower, the granddaughter of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander
of the Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF), will offer remarks on behalf of the Eisenhower family and
will read her grandfather’s message to the troops. Elliott “Toby” Roosevelt III, the great-grandson of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, will speak for his famous family and will read the former
President’s D-Day prayer.
As part of the ceremony, D-Day veterans, along with representatives from each of the Allied Nations
that took part in the Normandy Campaign, will lay wreaths at the Freedom Wall of the National World
War II Memorial.
Craig Symonds, Professor Emeritus of American History at the United States Naval Academy and
author of “Neptune: The Allied Invasion of Europe and the D-Day Landings,” will serve as the
ceremony’s master of ceremonies and expert historian.
The D-Day 70th Anniversary Commemoration is co-hosted by the Friends of the National World War
II Memorial (Friends) and the National Park Service (NPS). Robert Vogel, Superintendent of the
National Mall and Memorial Parks, will speak on behalf of NPS. Friends Chairman Lieutenant General
Kicklighter will speak on behalf of Friends. The Military District of Washington will provide military
support for the event including performances by the U.S. Army Band Brass Quintet.
Additionally, throughout the day visitors to the Memorial will be able to visit an on-site educational
exhibit developed in collaboration with National Park Service "Living History" Rangers and World
War II Memorial Volunteer Dan Arant.

About The Friends of the National World War II Memorial (www.wwiimemorialfriends.org):
Founded in 2007, the Friends of the National World War II Memorial is a 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to honoring and preserving the national memory of World War II. The nonprofit
organization was established by a group of private citizens involved in the Memorial from its inception
to its dedication. The National World War II Memorial honors those who served and pays tribute to the
spirit of unity and shared purpose, which defined the character of our country during the war years. To
support the Friends mission of preserving the legacy of the Memorial, Friends has initiated a number
of commemorative and educational programs. Working in a cooperative partnership with the National
Park Service, Friends has the lead responsibility in planning and staging major national
commemorative events and sponsors free public performances of military bands at the Memorial.
Additionally, Friends sponsors an annual public lecture series featuring prominent historians; provides
teachers with curriculum materials; and collects and archives video interviews of World War II
veterans and other members of the Greatest Generation.
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